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1st MEACB 2006 (COGEM, SECB) Amsterdam, Netherlands  
 

History of meetings  

  Deliberate release of GM plants 
 
  Novel plant breeding technologies 

at the edge of the European GMO 
Regulation 
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1st MEACB 2006 (COGEM, SECB) Amsterdam, Netherlands  
 
2nd MEACB 2007 (SCDR) Lubljana, Slovenia 

History of meetings  
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3rd MEACB 2007/8 (ZKBS, BVL) 
Berlin, Germany  
 
4th MEACB 2009 (BAC, SBB) 
Brussels, Belgium   
 
5th MEACB 2011 (SECB) 
Bern, Swiss 
 
6th MEACB 2012 (HCB) 
Paris, France 
 
7th MEACB 2014 (COGEM) 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
 
8th MEACB 2017 (BAC, SBB) 
Liège, Belgium  
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Main topics 
 
  Challenges for risk assessment and regulation of GMOs 

  Highly pathogenic avian influenza A viruses 
  Genome Editing 
  Synthetic Biology 
  Gene Drive Systems 
  Safety measures in containment 

  GMO medicinal products for human or veterinary use 

  Influence of scientific advice on regulatory bodies 

  New technologies and developments regarding GMOs 
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Cutting edge topics 

Main topics 
 
  Challenges for risk assessment and regulation of GMOs 

  Highly pathogenic avian influenza A viruses 
  Genome Editing 
  Synthetic Biology 
  Gene Drive Systems 
  Safety measures in containment 

  GMO medicinal products for human or veterinary use 

  Influence of scientific advices on regulatory bodies 

  New technologies and developments regarding GMOs 
  European Court of Justice Ruling on New mutagenesis techniques in plant breeding 
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Decrease of applications/approvals in Germany  

Deliberate release and placing on the market 
Issues of ZKBS 
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Issues of ZKBS 
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Influenza A 
viruses        

Oncolytic 
viruses    

Recombinant 
bacteria      
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Risk assessment of (micro-)organisms, generated and 
used in contained facilities 
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Viruses and viral vector-based vaccines  
     



German authorities and competences in risk assessment 
of GMOs for clinical use 

Issues of ZKBS 
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CLINCIAL TRIALS  

PRECLINICAL RESEARCH  

MARKETING 
AUTHORIZATION 

GenTG - Competent authority: Federal states/Länder 
ZKBS gives advice upon request 

AMG - Competent authority: Paul-Ehrlich-Institute 
Environmental risk assessment by German Federal Office 
of Consumer Protection and Food Safety (BVL)  

Commission advised by scientific committees of EMA 
Environmental risk assessment - BVL (2001/18/EG) Talimogen 

laherparepvec 
(Imlygic) 
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Issues of ZKBS 
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Safety measures – Genetic Engineering Facilities 
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Issues of ZKBS  
 

Genome Editing Epigenome Engineering  
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New developments 
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Gene Drive Systems 
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Recommendations of safety measures 
Case-by-case assessment based on  
  Intended and possibly unintended consequences of a release into the environment 
  Existence of suitable living or reproduction conditions in the environment 

 

New developments 
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Monitoring of Synthetic Biology 
 
 

 
 

2nd Interim report of the Central Committee on Biological Safety 
June 2018 
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Issues of ZKBS 
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Monitoring Report of the ZKBS on 
Synthetic Biology in Germany  

New scientific fields - Synthetic Biology 
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Issues of ZKBS 
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Communication & Public Relation 



Issues of ZKBS 
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Communication & Public Relation 



Day 1 
 
SESSION I   Tasks of advisory boards / special focusses 
 

SESSION II   Benchmarks for adjustments of risk    
     assessment in contained use / need of 
     further safety measures 

 

SESSION III    Gene drive systems – an update 
 

SESSION IV   Medical applications of GMO 

9th MEACB 
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Day 2 
 
SESSION V   New developments in plants 
 

SESSION VI   The ECJ ruling  
     Consequences and implications 

 

SESSION VII  Panel discussion 
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Enjoy the meeting! 
Thank you! 
 
 
Sigrun Smola 
Central Committee on Biological Safety  
Germany 
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Tasks of advisory boards / special focusses 

Hilde Mellegård, Norwegian Biotechnology Advisory Board 
Recent work of the Biotech Advisory Board in Norway on the future regulation of 
GMOs 
 
Isabel Hunger-Glaser, Swiss Expert Committee for Biosafety 
Is a Comparison and Prioritization of Different Biological Risks possible? 
 
Anke Stein, BVL Germany 
Establishment of an informative platform for supporting the value of scientific 
advice 

Session I  
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